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Disability Partnership Board

Thursday 20th September 2012

6 to 8pm

The Beehive, West Street, Grays, RM17 6XP

1. Present and Apologies 

Kelly Jenkins – Thurrock Council 
Lesley Matthews – Thurrock Unsighted Persons Society

Neil Woodbridge – Thurrock Lifestyle Solutions

Ian Evans – Thurrock Coalition

John Paddick – Thurrock Centre for Independent Living (TCIL)
Catherine Wilson – Thurrock Council Commissioning Chair
Maggie Harrison – TCIL
Olga Benson – TOFFS

Joel Easthaugh – TDN

Anne White – LDPB, TDN, TLS

Trevor Howard – TDN

Daniel Howard – TDN

Christine Ludlow - TDN
Sandra Shamp - TDN
Cherrie Stokes – TDN/PAVIS (soon to be BASIS)
Tim Stokes - TDN/PAVIS (soon to be BASIS)
Lesley Matthews - TUPS
Peter Pascoe - TUPS
Kenneth Moore - TDN
Gerry Cook – Thurrock Mind

Liam Coffey – TLS/TDN
Rose Gibson - TDN
Apologies

Yash Gupta - TAA
Les Billingham – Thurrock Council Chair

Lynne Evans - Mind

Gareth Davies - TDN

Dave Puddle – PACT/TDN
Chris Hamilton – Thurrock Stroke Project

Inge Moore - TDN
Sunny Saini – Thurrock Lifestyle Solutions

1. Welcome and introductions
2. Minutes of the last meeting
· Page 3 should read signed not singed.

Minutes of the last meeting agreed

3. Matters arising

Transvol amount of funding still not confirmed, the independent review has taken place and waiting for the report to be written and circulated
TLS – 1st December 2012 is the anticipated start date.

Action: CHC – Tania to be invited to the next meeting

Direct Payment Guidance – the guidance is being checked by the Council’s legal team. The aim is for the guidance to be made into a booklet that will be sent out with every assessment and review.

Concessionary Bus Passes – representation has been made to the Passenger Transport Unit regarding costs incurred to have a GP report to confirm if someone has a learning disability or mental health issue. As a result of this contact the PTU will now accept a letter from a professional involved with the person incurring no cost to the individual. This will be operational from November/December 2012

Invite Bridget Cooper to the December Meeting

RAS criteria – this will be circulated to Board members.

4. Self Directed Support

Thurrock Coalition are part of the review of the assessment forms and processes used by social services together with helping to develop guidance for the Customer journey. The Customer Journey will help people understand where they are in the process of assessment and review. It is hoped that this work will be available for the next meeting.

5. Care and Support Bill

At the last TDN meeting a workshop was held to enable people to contribute to the discussion about the bill. The day was very successful and people felt that they were able to make their views known. 

The workshop looked at the recommendations within the Bill, what was good about these recommendations, did they make sense were they understandable and what was not so good and was missing from the Bill.

The key areas were:
· Well Being

· Supporting communities

· Different people’s needs

· Understanding care and support

· Keeping people safe

· Transition from Children to adult services

The outcome of the day is being collated into a response that Ian will send to National Government on behalf of Thurrock Coalition.
It was noted that there will also need to be work to support the understanding of the new Personal Independence payments.
6. Proposal to join together the Disability and Learning Disability Partnership Boards
One of the recommendations of the Powerful Partnerships Day held in February 2012 was to bring the Disability and Learning Disability Partnership Boards together, this was because there are many areas of work for both Boards that are the same and having one Board would give a more powerful voice to the people of Thurrock.

The presentation is attached to the minutes 

The general view was that it was a positive idea and that it should have been done sooner. There were concerns that the Learning Disability agenda may overwhelmed the Disability Partnership Board however there is a commitment to ensure that all the issues would be treated equally.
Further comments were invited to be sent to Ian or brought to the next Partnership Board in December.

7. Housing Hurdles event feedback
This was a very successful event Barbara Brownlee the new Director of Housing attended giving the opening speech.

One of the outcomes of the day was to establish a small reference group to focus on housing issues.

The report and outcomes of the day are on the Thurrock Coalition Website.
Regular reports will come back to the Disability Board to ensure that progress is being made in implementing the new housing strategy.

8. Consultations

Blue Badges – letter will go out and information about the proposed increase in cost to the individual for the administration of the Blue Badge service. 

Council Tax Relief – consultation on the Council website 

Disabled Go – open invitation on line to review the list of all accessible places in Thurrock. It was thought by Board members that information was very out of date.

Government proposal to close the Independent Living Fund – currently there is a consultation taking place. Ian has written a response on behalf of the Coalition. It is proposed that the ILF money will come directly to the Council. It will be important for the Council to know how much money they will be responsible for by knowing currently how much money is provided to Thurrock residents by ILF. This information is available from the DWP/ILF websites and in the Thurrock Coalition report on: http://www.thurrockcoalition.co.uk/Reports/
9. Any Other Business
Direct Payments – concerns expressed regarding delayed payments and the information available on the Remittance Advice as no information has been added regarding the adjustments made to cover the delayed payments. It was suggested that the Remittance Advice should include the hours the rate and the period of time covered. Any one off payment should be shown separately.
Action Catherine will take this issue back to finance and report outcome to the next Board meeting

Council Budgets – the Partnership Board would like to have as much information as possible about any proposed budget reductions as early as possible

Action: Les to address this. 
10. Date of the next meeting 
Thursday 20th December 2012
6pm until 8pm

At the Beehive
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