Procedures for nominating and electing Co-Chairs of the Partnership Boards.

Number of Co-Chairs

There shall be two Co-Chairs of each Partnership Board.

Eligibility
One of the Co-chairs must be either a Director or Head of Service (Adult Social Care) at Thurrock Council.

One of the Co-chairs must be an individual drawn from the communities of Thurrock and with personal experience of Thurrock Council Services/Adult Social Care. 

Election and removal of Co-Chairs

Election and removal of Co-Chairs will be by Simple Majority

Individual Co-Chairs shall be elected by ballot at the first meeting of the Partnership Board at the beginning of each new financial year. 
These Procedures for nominating and electing Co-Chairs shall be established and may be amended by the Partnership Board by Simple Majority.


A Co-Chair shall hold office for 12 months until the end of the relevant financial year following her/his election. 

Retiring members shall be eligible for re-election at the Partnership Board meeting at which they retire.

The office of Co-Chair shall be immediately vacated if s/he: 

resigns her/his office in writing to the relevant Partnership Board; or 

ceases to be a member of the Partnership Board for any reason whatsoever (or is the deputy of a corporate body which ceases to be a member); or 

fails to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service Check when reasonably requested to do so; or 

is removed from office by a simple majority vote of the Partnership Board in General Meeting, the notices for which specified that the question of the Co-Chair’s removal was to be considered; 

is absent from three successive meetings of the Partnership Board during a continuous period of twelve months without special leave of absence from the Partnership Board and they decide that s/he has by reason of such absence vacated office; or 

in the opinion of a simple majority of the Partnership Board, becomes incapable carrying out the functions of a Co-Chair.
Procedure relating to the election of Co-chairs

Each nomination for the position of Co-Chair requires:
· A Nominee

· A Proposer

· A Seconder

· Acceptance of the Nomination by the Nominee

The election of Co-chairs shall be by ballot in the following format (see overleaf):

Timeframe

· At the meeting on 14th January 2013 the election process will be explained and nominations sought.

· After the meeting, details regarding the election and any nominations already received will be circulated with the minutes. The nominations form will also be circulated electronically at this point. Those who may wish to nominate by post have until 25th March by 12 noon to return a completed form.  All sections of the form must be complete to be accepted.  

All postal nominations must be sent to;

Sarah Turner (Older People Commissioner)

Thurrock Council

Civic Offices, 

New Road, Grays

Essex.  RM17 6SL

· If there is more than one nomination a ballot paper will be produced with all of the options detailed.  On the meeting of 8th April 2013, those in attendance at the meeting can complete a ballot paper.  The person with the most votes will be appointed.
Nomination form for the Co-Chairs of the Partnership Boards.

I, [Full Name] __________________________________________________

Signature       ___________________________________________________

Wish to nominate:

[Full Name]    ________________________________________________

for election as:

	


Co-Chair

Seconded by

[Full Name]       _______________________________________________

Signature           _______________________________________________

I, [Full Name]     _______________________________________________

accept this nomination for the position of Co-Chair of the relevant Partnership Board.
Signature       __________________________________________________

Date              __________________________________________________
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